P REVENTION AND CONTROL OF
HIV/AIDS, STI AND TB PROJECT
(2003 - 2006)

The profound pofitical, economic and social transformations that have taken
place in Armenia h situation. Several factors accelerate
the spread of H of the populatian,

such as: soci migrant u : r _ Int,ut,he new

seasonal works In regions and countries with high tevel of Hiv-infection, ; ¥ [ \ R e B z
of health education, low ac to quality condams ste. J 4 Hillﬂniu m |

With funding from Norwegian Church Ald and MFA in 2003 -2004, UMCOR has
imiplementing the "Pr DS, 5Tl and TB
t* In Gegharkunik ’ A g the project in
Armav|r and Kotayk provin

The goal of this inltiative is to redece the risk of HIV/AIDS, STIs and TE among
rursl communities by promaoting behavioral changes and stremgthening the
health care system's management of STIs and TE. The ovérall objectives of
the project are:
Ralse awareness of HIVFALDS, 5T1s and TB in the selected comm
alming at Improving people's health seeking behavior and
decreasing vulnerability to HIV,
Increase 311': cess of vulnerable groups to preventive and 14 Ka I"EF'Et U]nEtsu 5t.
clinical services,

Rediice the spread of HIVFAIDS, 5T1s and TB amang the YE r-E Van uu3?
moit vulnerable groups (women, youth, uprooted people],
Republic of Armenia

The project |s implemented n close collaboration with the
mational Center for AIDS Prevention, Medical-Sclentific

<3

Center of Dermatoloegy and 5TI of Ra and Central 3
Office of Mational Tuberculpsis Program and aims at
reducing the risk of STI and HIV/AIDS and T3, ']
regducing stigma and digcrimination of people Uinged Mathadizt Commses On Baled
living with HIV/AIDS in gcted rural commu-

s by increasing thair

access to health . —
el Project activities:
and
SErvices.

* Pevelopment and printing of
information materials: brochures,
booklets, posters and leafiaks,

* Condocting baseling survey In selected
wiltages, evaluating community membears
initiai knowiedge, attitude, behaviors and
Eractices.

* Training of Community Heslth Care Workers,

witch will digseminate informakion among community T‘E‘f N . (3 ?’4 1 D)24 B 1 41

mombaers (Poor Education)}, providing information

materials (books, bookiets, leaflets, posters). FEII e { 3?4 1 D:l 24 92 1 5
* Strengthan the capecity of local health providers to E'mai I ~ umcnr@umcur am

provide praventive and clinical services to their commu-

nities and high-risk groups by training of hoalth providers in
Voluntary Counseling and Testing {VCT) on HIV/AIDS, Inbeg
rated Managament of 5T1, Management and Prevention of TB

¥ F‘I‘I:I\'rlﬂrl'lg of clinical services in communitias |.'l'r Mobile
Medical Team include a STI Specialist, TR Speciaist and Labora-
tary Speclalist in collsbharation with local heskth providers in VCT,
diggnostics and treatment of STI and providing condoms free of
chargn




Promoting Development of Dairy
Production for Sustainable Agriculture
and Food Security

UMCOR has lavnched a new program entitled, “Promoting the Development of Dairy
Production for Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security,” through funding provided
by the Foods Resaurce Bank. The overarching goal of this new UMCOR program is to
strengthen the capacities of targeteddairy plants located in Shirsk mare, =nabling
them to éxpand thelr production, improve marketing with new product varieties, amd |
improve their technical capacity providing grants and training. At the same time,
the program will promote "corporate social responsibliity™ among the entrepreneurs;
namely, dairy plant owners will provide dairy products to heip feed the wulnerable
people within thelr communities In exchange for grants to make necessary plant or

processing rénovations. =
‘ OSPA

Mine Farmer Organizations have been established since 2003 as part of the Farmer
Organizations Suppart Program in Armenia (FOSPA). This agriculture development
progrem helps local larmers bo wark together to reach & greater share of the markat
throwgh these organizations. All the cooperatives receive & wide range of specislized
business services together with consuitation, training and continuous technical sssis-
tance. Additionally, the Farmer Organizations provide farmars with agricultural sup-
poart services and access to micro-credit, FOSPA provides economic benefits for far-
mirs, but also promotes civil society by fostering the growth of non-governmental
organizations and community development initiatives,

Backgraund

UMCOR NGO establishied offices In Armenia in 1994, Initially the office focused
on the distribution of pharmaceuticals to health Institutions and clinics. Gra-
dualy the organization transitioned from relief to more developmental ackivi-
ties, including the provision of medium-size agricultural leans, micro-credit
and the provision of agricultural inputs, Major pregrams are currently being
Implemented by UMCOR-Armenia are to train Farmers in modern and sustai-
nable agricultural technologies, improve food security In locel cammunities,
provide necessary pharmaceuticals to vulnerable Armenians, assist farming
cammunities in working together to expand their spportunities, provide starl-
up capital to low-income women entrepreneurs, raiss awargness on human
trafficking and support trafficking survivors, and to combat HIV/AIDS, tubercu-
losis and sexually transmitted infections,

Mission

Assist eradicating poverty and socio-economic development during Armenian’s
transition to a healthy and wealthy civil society.

ASS

to victi
traffick

In order to prevent trafficking in
Armenia, as well as to protect and res-
‘tore the human rights of the victims, trough
the prowvision of complex assistance to victims
UNDP and UMCOR in collaboration with Government
af Armenia and a local NGO In 2004 launched a new two-year program, UMCOR
has signed Mol with RA Minisbry of Labor and Social affairs {MoLSA), RA
Ministry of Health (MoH) and State Department of Migration and Refugees
({DMR), created partnership bebween Consular department of MoFA, Visa agency,
Natlonal Security Service, Ministry of Justice, Police and International organiza-
tions (OSCE and 10M), and i working on development of & mechanism of victim b
referral to UMCOR shelier.

Anti-Trafficking
Informational
& Referral
HotLine:

N=30053 10035

'ng

v}
')

met from Linited Methodist communities that assemble kics
and sa 1 lﬂI:II'IEIhI:lI'I" to I:h ager Brown warehouse in Baldwin,
salunteers then nspect the kits-a !
woark together to load the containers. These are subseguantly |:||5|:lah hed to
hiroighoul Ehe workd.

Currantly, using its successful experlence in counter trafficking area in other
countries, such as Kosovo and Afghanistan, UMCOR-Armenia |5 implamenting
the following activities in this project:

Since 1995, UMCOR Armenia has been & recipient of in
on to the ne throwghout Armania. Blan
amd school k ave found their way to thousar
bodrding schoals, nursing homes and instit
Often the distribution is arganized with the assistance of local ‘charines,
the goods to their target grougs

donations, which are passed
Activity 1: Capacity bullding framework for institutional strengthening and
policy development = training for soclal workers and employmeant agencles,
medical personnel and barder guards, as well as the preparation of special ma-
nuals for other professionals in thase areas. Ich distribite
Activity 2: Awarensss raising — publication of information booklets, posters,
dempnstration of Public Service Announcements on local TV and the organiza-
tion of semingrs and information campaigns.

Druring s tenure In Armenia; UMODR has distribubed goods with a value of more than
USD 10 millian

Activity 3: Victims assistance - operation of hot ling and counseling center,

as wall as the reintegration of victims into society through legal, medical, psy-
chological, employment and other types of counseling provided at the Rehabili-
tation and Assistance Center {shelter}. The stay of victims In the shalter de-
pands on the psychological and physical recovery of 8 victim and the time neces
sary to create @ base for reintegration of the person Into soclety (this work is
done by the program staff in collabaration with the contracted local NGO).
Ongoing cantact with the victims and their families will be established in order
e Support Bnd counsel them in the future.

Pharmaceuﬁcal Distribution———

The Pharmacautical Distribukion Project provides access to froe phar-
maceoticals and medical supplies to 200,000 vulnerable persons in ru-
ral and urban areas across Armenia. Since its inception in 1994, |
UMCOR Armenia has distributed approximately USD 20 million worth of|
medicings, medical supplles, school kits, health kits, and guilts to pri-
mary healthcare facilities and charitabie organizations that serve refu- |
gees, the eidery, children, pensioners, and other sodially wulnerable
groups. Moreover, UMCOR renovates the existing rural heatth facilities
Lo Insure proper conditions for providing quality health care services

Lo the population.

Ch:‘fd'hnud Illnesses

The Integrated Managemeant of Childhood Tliness {TMCT} program is
training primary healthcare providers in treating the most prevalent
diseases in childran under five-years of age, Through this program,
health fadilitles are also improved and community knowledge streng-
thened to improve child health. So far, 480 health care providers

In three reglons of Armenia have been trained in managing childhood
diseases according to the IMLCI strategy.

helping Armenians

[0 help themselves

UMCOR Cheese Distribution
Program

The United Methodists Committes on Relief (UMCOR) has been Imple-
menting one of Its humanitarian assistance programes, namaealy fts
Cheesa Distribution Program, since 1999, The main goal of this prog-
ram 18 to combat hunger and support disadvantaged people living In
state institutions | specialfboarding schools for handicapped and so-
cially vulnerable children, retirement centers, orphanages, mental
hospitals, seup kitchens, and kindergartens for socially vulnerabie
chiidren} and Improve thelr dally diet,



